
Nifty QSL card from the Flash DX & QSL 
Club, which operates from Switzerland. It was 

submitted by Bill Henderson, SSB Network 
member SSB-490C, of Pennsylvania. 

what about getting a newer radio that incor- 
porates more recent communications tech- 
nology? Something in a combination AM/ 
SSB radio would be a definite improvement. 

Next, we'd have to say that a ground plane 
(GP) is fine for local CB coverage, but you're 
going to want a more macho antenna than 
a GP. You want something with gain and di- 
rectivity if you hope to regularly chase DX. 
Look over the directional base station CB 
antennas made by companies like Antenna 
Specialists, Signal Engineering, or Jo Gunn. 
Check the ads. 

Lastly, take into account that the stations 
you are hearing in those exotic DX distant na- 
tions may not be operating with the same 
stock CB equipment you're using. You could 
be copying them so well because they're run- 
ning anywhere from 100 to 500 watts. 
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St. Joseph, Michigan 

Does anybody remember these old time CB 
QSL's? This one is from the early 1960's and 
was sent in by Randy, K8TMK. The address 

on the QSL isn't good any longer! 

Those are some very general thoughts. 
Readers wishing to offer this reader specific 
advice are invited to contact him directly. He 
is Wagner F. Grande, 11 N. Roxas St., Tran- 
coville, Baguio City, 2600 Philippines. 

A vote for low power was cast here by Paul 
Richardson, Bathurst, New Brunswick, Can- 
ada. Paul is weary of the race for operators 
to want to keep upping the power over the 
next station, feeling it adds only to in- 
terference and noise on the band. He would 
like to see everybody use low power, saying 
that he can easily work 15 miles with a legal - 
powered CB rig. 

REACT has gotten off to a good start with 
its Training & Development Task Group, 
which is a membership training program. 
Members can obtain well -prepared training 
programs for self -study. At the end of the 

course, there is a test (plus re -test, if 
necessary) , and a certificate. The cost to each 
member taking any one of the various courses 
is very low ($7.00) . More information is avail- 
able from REACT International, P.O. Box 
998, Wichita, KS 67201. 

You'll Be Board With 
This Antenna 

There's nothing fancy about this antenna. 
It's cheap to build and it works. You need a 
2X4 plank at least 11 ft. long, 9 ft. of 300 -ohm 
TV lead, 2 stand-off insulators (Radio Shack 
15-853), a ground rod (Radio Shack 15- 
530), plus the RG -59/U TV coaxial cable 
with PL -259 to run to your CB set. 

Brush a coating of linseed oil onto the plank 
to protect it from the weather. When it dries 
(which should take most of a day), give the 
plank a couple of coats of spar varnish or 
polyurethane, or any other protective mater- 
ial you have handy. 

When dry, you can start on the antenna 
proper. First, place a stand-off insulator at one 
end of the plank on one of the 4 in. sides. 

Measure off 9 ft. from the insulator and, 
on the same side of the plank, place a stand- 
off. This leaves you ready for stringing the 
radiating portion of the antenna. 

Solder the two conductors together at one 
end. This is the end at the top of the anten- 
na. Place the junction of the two conductors 
in the stand-off. A dab of epoxy, caulk, nail 
polish, or chewing gum here will add to the 
weatherproofing. 

212-925-7001 
SHORTWAVE RECEIVERS, HAM RADIOS, BOOKS, 
ANTENNAS, SCANNERS, Business Radios. 
ICOM, YAESU, KENWOOD, SONY, PANASONIC, 
MOTOROLA. 
... our 40th Year... Worldwide shipping. 
Sales ... Service. Large Showroom. Open 7 days. 

Barry Electronics Corp. 
Your one source for ell Radio Equipment! 

Fax 212-925-7001 
512 Broadway, NYC, NY 10012 

CIRCLE 60 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

Satellite -TV 
Ss°Saa°'sa 

SAVE 40% - 60% Gea 

All Major Brands, Systems, 
Upgrades, Components 8 Accessories 
Huge Savings, Easy Installation and 

R, Complete Intructions 800-334-6455 

SKYVISION INC. Xá 218.739.5231Int'I 

1066 FRONTIER DRIVE 218.7394879 
tlJ FERGUS FALLS, MN 56537 

INSTALL OR UPDATE YOURSELF! 

MONITOR CELLULAR DATA 

The Digital Data Interpreter (DDI) will decode and display cnlL ar 

data from your radio on a computer or an optional LCD dispiay 

You will see phone numbers, frequency changes and much more. 

The DDI will display voice channel frequency changes and will 

automatically re -tune some radios. All or only selected control and 

voice channel data can be displayed. 

Kits start at $185 and assembled DDI5 start at $240. Write for an 

order form and details on the DDI and it's options. Some radios 

require a part change and/or internal connection; others use the 

speaker jack. Ask for information on your radio. 

CCS P.O. Box 11191 Milwaukee. WI 53211 

YOU AIN'T HEARD NOTHIN'... YET 

Since 1967, CRB Research has been the world's leading publisher 
and supplier of unique hobby and professional books and informa- 
tion including: 

Scanner Frequency Guides 
Shortwave Frequency Guides 
Military/Federal 
Communications 
Broadcast Station Registries 
Undercover Communications 
Survival Communications 
Covert Operations 
Electronic Espionage 

Ask for Big 
Free Catalog! 

Surveillance 
Monitoring 
Cryptography & Codes 

Bugging 
Wiretapping 
Communications Antennas 
Electronics & Projects 

Computer Technology 

& Other Related Topics! 

New titles are constantly 
being added to our exciting 
catalog. if it's interesting and 
unusual, we've got it. You'll 
see. Ask for our latest FREE 
catalog. 

CRB RESEARCH 
P.O. Box 56, Commack, NY 11725 ' 
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The other end of the TV wire runs towards 
the bottom end of the antenna. Do not solder 
anything here. Place the wire in the stand-off. 

Now it's time to decide where the antenna 
will be planted. Yes, planted! Dig a hole about 
2 ft. deep. A fence post digger would come 
in handy because the hole doesn't need to be 
very wide to accommodate the plank. Don't 
dig where there are utility wires overhead, or 
utility pipes or wires below ground. 

About 6 in. away from the plank hole, sink 
your ground rod. Another way of getting a 
ground is by hooking up to a nearby water 
pipe. Or, you could spread out four wire 
radials at right angles to one another. Each 
of these could be 108 in. long, and buried a 
few inches below the surface. The ground 
system connects to one of the ends of the twin 
lead. 

Since the impedance of this antenna is 

about 100 ohms, use 72 ohm TV coaxial 
cable instead of CB's old standard 52 ohm 
cable. Solder the center conductor of the coax 
to one side of the antenna, about an inch 
below the stand-off. A short wire is then run 
from the braid of the coax to the other wire 
of the twin lead-the wire to which the 
ground system is connected. 

Now stand the plank in the hole. Pack in 
dirt to make a snug fit. Run the coaxial cable 
to the CB radio. Weatherproof all connec- 
tions. You may wish to bury the coaxial cable 
to improve the appearance of this antenna 
installation, and also to prevent people from 
tripping over it, although burying the coaxial 
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Club of VERMONT (Ä 
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The Final Courtesy 
Of A QSO 
Is A QSL 

A wonderful QSL from Chuck, of the Heavy 
Duty DX Club of Vermont. This QSL is one 

we liked a lot. 

cable will shorten its life unless you run it 

through a metal conduit or PVC pipe. 
The antenna is best used with an antenna 

matcher adjusted for lowest SWR. 

un 
2x4 

108" 
3000 TV 
Open Line 

Ground 

Insulator 

Solder Conductors 
Together 

RG -59/U 
Coon 
To Rig 

Here's an antenna that will have you board 
with CB! 

That's our quarter's worth for October. 
Please be sure to keep us well supplied with 
your station photos, QSL's, comments, and 
suggestions. 

Popular Communications Sara* Communications Guide 
tNf NICMWer 

It's here, just in time for your summer vacation! LOADED 
with hundreds of festivals, rodeos, air shows, regattas, and 
outdoor concerts, this is THE book you need before you 
make any vacation plans. 

INCLUDES many features, designed to- 

To help you understand mobile monitoring laws, in the 
United States AND Canada. 
To explain the ins, and outs of using your RADAR DETEC- 
TOR and how police radar works. 
To help you properly install your detector. 
To help you learn the ropes of using your CELLULAR 
PHONE while on the road. 
To let you hear all the SPORTS action wherever you are. 
To help you install your new antenna. 

A state -by -state, province -by -province, territory -by -terri- 
tory listing of commonly heard BROADCASTERS to help 
you get the latest news, music, and traffic information. 

For amateur radio operators, there's also a list of the most 
common 2 -meter repeater frequencies. Best of all, we've 
arranged everything in a quick, easy -to -find format -Just 
look up the state, province or territory and you'll find that 
page packed with information, frequencies, traffic infor- 
mation and much more! 

AS AN ADDED BONUS, 
we've included a complete 
RADAR DETECTOR PRODUCT 
LISTING, portable communi- 
cations, receivers, scanners, 
CB, and amateur transceivers. 
It's all completely updated with 
the latest specifications, prices, 
AND even includes addresses, 
and phone numbers of dealers 
and manufacturers! 

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY ... 
YES, please send me copies at $4.95 each: 
(plus $2.50 shipping & handling; $3.50 foreign) 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

D Check E Money Order MasterCard VISA Amex 

Card No. Expires 

Signature (required on all charge orders) 

Mail to: CQ Communications, Inc. 
76 North Broadway, Hicksville, NY H801 
Phone: 516-681-2922/FAX: 516-681-2926 COS 
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